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Main Point 
As we are soon approaching Easter we are taking these next Sundays 
to cover each day of the Holy Week.  Each day is filled with different 
events covering the summary of life of Jesus Christ in His final days 
leading up to the arrest, crucifixion, and the resurrection. This is a true 
and powerful story that is dramatic, emotional, confusing at times, yet 
ultimately moves us toward the full sense of worship.  Today we are 
looking at Mark’s account of the Monday following Palm Sunday.  At 
first, reading this account you may be confused about the cursing of the 
tree and the cleaning of the Temple.  We will see that each event is an 
interpretative guide for another real event.  Israel is like the fig tree, it 
appears to be thriving but it is not doing its main job, bearing fruit.  The 
beautiful temple is marked by corruption and the merchants that were 
expelled are just like the religious leaders that soon will be rejected.  
God will judge people who become spiritually worthless and defile His 
sacred presence. 
 

Discussion 
What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or challenging?  Explain. 
 
Questions  
Look at the Harmony of the events within Passion Week handout. 
What are some things that standout to you? 
 
What are things that are new to you or maybe you never noticed before 
in the story? 
 
Why is it good to read the whole account in one sitting? 
 
Read Mark 11:1-21 
What are some wrong interpretations of these events? 
 
Why is it important to see how each event helps interpret the other? 
 
Why did Jesus not perform a miracle to have the tree produce figs? 
 
What did Jesus want to teach the disciples about Israel through this 
tree? 

Why did Jesus judge Israel? 
 
What fruit was Israel not producing? 
 
How does this connect with the Temple? 
 
Was this a violent out of control act by Jesus? 
 
How is this story not really about cleaning the temple, but more 
condemning the system? 
 
How can religious institutions become a place of self-interest and a 
place of false security? 
 
How is the life and death of Jesus opening the way for pure Gentile 
worship? 
 
Application 
What will you do with what you have learned through the lesson? 
 
Where in your life should there be fruit? 
 
In what ways can we defile God’s place of worship? 
 
Why is knowing that Jesus is the judge an encouragement to worship? 
 
How can you walk each day in the beauty and reality of the cross event 
seen in this chapter? 
 
Pray now together that you each would not only see but believe and 
experience this chapter. 
 

Memory Verse:  “God is spirit, and His worshippers must worship in 

the Spirit and in truth.” John 4:24 (NIV) 
 


